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In 2016, 
your support 
has helped us 

PASS new lobbying rules in Scotland
BLOCK Cameron’s one-sided changes to party funding
INVESTIGATE the election expenses scandal

 
It’s been a seismic year in British politics. After the historic Brexit 
vote, our unwritten constitution is creaking under the strain. It’s a 
crucial time for reformers, and we need your support more than ever. 

Your campaigning has helped us win some important battles to 
change our democracy. We convinced the Scottish government to 
introduce a proper lobbying register and made sure they followed 
through. For the first time, Scottish voters will have the right to know 
who has been lobbying their politicians, and what they are talking 
about. 

When David Cameron 
introduced plans to slash 
Labour’s trade union funding 
while leaving millionaire donors 
free to fill Conservative coffers, 
we stood up for a fair deal on 
party funding. We were one of 
the few campaigns to act on the 
election expenses scandal, where 
up to 30 MPs were implicated in 
allegations of breaching election 
spending limits. 

Your support has made all 
of this possible. With your help, 
we can build on these successes 
and help steer Britain toward a 
healthier democracy in 2017.

Alexandra Runswick
Director

Our 
purpose

Unlock Democracy 
exists to put power 
in the hands of the 
people. 

We believe that 
a vibrant, inclusive 
democracy makes 
everyone’s lives 
better.

  Photo Credit - Natasha Hirst
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Open Up 
Lobbying
Scotland leads 
the way

We secured key 
concessions from 
the government 
so that lobbying 
of special advisers 
will be made public, 
and lobbyists won’t 
be able to get round 
the rules by Skyping 
ministers. The new 
rules aren’t perfect, 
but they are head and 
shoulders above David 
Cameron’s bogus UK 
register. Thank you 
to all of our Scottish 
supporters who took 
part in the campaign! 
We couldn’t have done it 
without you.

Unlock Democracy has been 
there from day one pushing the 
Scottish government to open 
up lobbying. As part of the 
Scottish Alliance for Lobbying 
Transparency, we helped take this 
Lobbying Act from a twinkle in a 
backbench MSP’s eye all the way 
to the statute book. Along with 
Spinwatch and ERS Scotland, 
we produced Holyrood Exposed, 
a guide to the Scottish lobbying 
industry and the tactics they 
use to get their way, distributing 
it to MSPs and the SNP party 
conference. No wonder lobbying 
industry insiders described us 
as “swivel-eyed conspiracy 
theorists”!

Scotland has taken a big step 
forward in lobbying transparency. 
After years of campaigning, we 
secured the passage of a new 
lobbying register. The new rules 
mean that Scottish voters  will 
now have the right to know 
who’s talking to their politicians. 
Lobbyists won’t be able to hide 
behind closed doors any more.
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we worked with Spinwatch to 
release research showing how 
the lobbying register is failing 
to live up to David Cameron’s 
promises. Thousands of you tried 
your hand at our lobbying quiz, 
which exposed the holes in UK 
lobbying rules.

Open Up 
Lobbying
Taking the fight
to Westminster
The campaign to open up lobbying 
doesn’t stop in Scotland. The 
lobbying industry in Westminster 
needs a dose of sunlight as 
well. The UK lobbying register 
introduced last year isn’t worth 
the paper it’s printed on. To mark 
its one year anniversary, 

things could be done differently. 
Even lobbying industry 
representatives recognise that 
the register isn’t working. We 
have a real chance to throw the 
doors open wide on the hidden 
world of lobbying.

We’re working behind the 
scenes with friendly Lords on a 
Private Member’s Bill to fix the 
lobbying register for good. We 
will demonstrate how lobbyists 
can dodge the rules, and use the 
Scottish example to show how 
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Thank you to all who took part in our 
campaign on the Trade Union Bill!

Political party funding is crying out for reform. 
Parties are increasingly reliant on a handful 
of big donors to fund their campaigns. Big 
donations mean a big risk that donors get 
special access to politicians or undue policy 
influence. In March, David Cameron finally 
decided to take action on party funding. Too bad 
he planned to slash Labour’s trade union support 
but leave Conservative finances untouched.

These changes would have skewed the system even 
further, handing the Conservatives a big funding 
advantage at the next election. That’s why we worked 
with trade unions, politicians of all parties and more 
than ten thousand of you to force the government to 
play fair on party funding. This cross-party approach 
paid off - the government backed off at the last minute 
and promised to halt the changes until all parties can 
agree.

Party funding should reflect how many people support a 
party, not how deep the pockets of its richest supporters 
are. 

Playing 
fair on 
party 
funding

We need a proper consensus on how to clean up party finance. In the 
coming year, we’ll be calling on all the party leaders to get round the 
table in a new set of cross-party talks. 
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Fairer votes at 
local elections

3 party leaders, 
LGA Independent Group, 
200+ local councillors, 
signed our joint letter 
to the Times. 

In May, the UK went to the polls 
in the biggest round of elections 
we’ll see before 2020.  Local 
elections in England were the only 
contests which used an outdated, 
unfair system. We saw millions of 
people denied a strong voice on 
their council. 

The results clearly showed the 
difference a fairer voting system 
makes. In Sheffield, Labour were 
handed the keys to the town hall 
and over two thirds of the seats 
on the council despite winning 
only 44% of the vote. In Scotland, 
with a fairer electoral system, the 
SNP failed to win a majority with 
much the same proportion of the 
vote. We want the seats to match 
the votes at local elections as 
well. 

Photo Credit - Peter Winter

Support for fairer votes is  
widening. After the election, 
we convinced politicians from 
each major party, as well as 
independents in local government, 
to sign a joint letter in the Times 
calling for voters to be given the 
power to choose a fairer voting 
system at local elections. 

We haven’t forgotten about fairer 
votes at Westminster! We worked 
with other campaigns to keep 
up the pressure - here’s Alex 
speaking at a protest outside 
Parliament.
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You can’t talk about politics in 2016 without talking about what could 
be the biggest political event in a generation - the Brexit vote. With 
just four months in the campaign, we wanted to help people cut 
through the misinformation to get to the real issues.

With the support of the James Madison Trust, we organised a series 
of events across the country bringing together supporters of both 
campaigns, as well as undecided voters. We took the referendum 
debate from your television set to your local community, with real 
people, not politicians, laying out the arguments on both sides.

Brexit -  
what next?

After the vote

During the campaign, people started talking frankly about 
how our democracy works. The Leave campaign put power 
and accountability at the core of the referendum campaign. 
The simple message to “Take Control” clearly resonated 
with people who feel they don’t have a voice in our society. 

The vote to Leave the EU has sent shockwaves through 
our political system. We now have a once in a generation 
opportunity to rethink how democracy works here in the 
UK. We’ve been campaigning with other organisations 
for a constitutional convention so that ordinary people 
are the ones making these decisions.
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We couldn’t 
let these allegations slip 
under the radar. One of the biggest issue was 
that so few people knew whether their MP was in the spotlight. 
We put together a map showing which MPs had been named in 
connection with election expenses allegations.
We saw that some police forces weren’t taking these allegations 
seriously, so we needed to put some pressure on them to act. 
More than 15,000 of you signed a petition calling for a national 
police investigation into the election expenses scandal, a call that 
was echoed by the SNP in Parliament. By the legal deadline for 
investigating expenses, twenty police forces were investigating 
election expenses allegations.

Thank You

You’ve helped Unlock Democracy win some key battles in 2016; 
we couldn’t do this without you. 

Individual giving and legacies make up more than 50% of our 
income and your support makes our campaigns possible.

Election 
Expenses 
Almost a year on from 2015’s general election, investigations by the 
Mirror and Channel 4 uncovered evidence that up to 30 MPs could have 
broken election spending limits. Election spending rules are there to 
protect our democracy. In marginal seats, even a small amount of 
money could change the election result. Many of the allegations relate 
to the cost of the Conservative battle bus campaign, which toured 
marginal constituencies in the run-up to the election.

Individual Contributions: 
£161,000 (48%)

Commercial: 
£108,000 (32%)

Legacies: 
£17,000 (5%)

Grants: 
£52,000 (15%)

We spent approximately £300,000 in 2015-16. 

The full audited accounts will be available closer to our AGM in 
November.

We would like to thank James Madison Trust, Heritage Lottery Fund 
and Joseph Rowntree Reform Trust for their support of our work. 

We are also grateful to have received a legacy from John Lynch and 
Professor Klopper.



Your Council 
 
Unlock Democracy is overseen by a governing council, which is 
elected every two years by our members. The council appoints 
a management board which focuses on the administration and 
finances of the organisation. 
 
The 2016-18 Council consists of: 
 Jack Maizels (Co-Chair)*
Danny Zinkus-Sutton (Co-Chair)*
Stephen Carter (Vice Chair-Policy)*
Phil Starr (Vice Chair-Commercial)*
Andrew Blick
Debbie Chay
Rachel Collinson*

Jenny Cronin
Lisa French*
James Grindrod*
Sepi Golzari-Munro
Peter Hirst
Andrew Manning
Vicky Seddon
Stuart Weir* 

Unlock Democracy is a not for profit company limited by guarantee - 
no. 2440889

Unlock Democracy
Fifth Floor, 9 King Street
London EC2V 8EA
020 7278 4443

 
www.unlockdemocracy.org.uk
info@unlockdemocracy.org.uk

facebook.com/
UnlockDemocracy 
 

@UnlockDemocracy

 
 
* Denotes also member of Management Board

Vicky Seddon, who has been Chair since the formation of Unlock Democracy in 2007, 
stood down as Chair in June. We are very grateful for her help in shaping our work.


